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debts and the want of energy in our government discourage a connection with us";x and "want of punctuality & a habitual protection of the debtor55 prevented him from getting a loan in France to aid the opening of the Potomac.2 All this caused even Jefferson to respond to the demand for unifying the American Government as to foreign nations; but he would not go further, "Make the States one as to every thing connected with foreign nations, & several as to everything purely domestic/' counseled Jefferson while the Constitutional Convention was quarreling at Philadelphia.3
But he did not think badly of the weakness of the Articles of Confederation which so aroused the disgust, anger, and despair of Washington, Madison, Jay, and other men of their way of thinking, who were on the ground. "With all the imperfections of our present government [Articles of Confederation]/' wrote Jefferson in Paris, in 1787, "it is without comparison the best existing or that ever did exist"; * and he declared to one of his French friends that "the confederation is a wonderfully perfect instrument/5 5 Jefferson found but three serious defects in the Articles of Confederation: no general rule for admitting States; the apportionment of the State's
considered it as desperate; and that our commercial regulations, in general, were disgusting to them." (Jefferson's Report; Works: Ford, iv, 487.)
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